Architect of the Ark
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11 Now the earth had become corrupt before God; and the earth had becorme
ﬁlled with robbery.-*:And God saw the earth.and behold it was corrupted,. for
all flesh had corrupted zts way upon the earth.

13 God said to Noah, “The end’ of all flesh'has come before Me,. for the earth
is filled'ith robbery through them; and behold; I am:about to destroy them
from the earth. '* Make for yourself an Ark of gopher wood; make the Ark with
compartments -and cover it inside and otit with pitch. 15 This is how ou should
‘make it = three hundred cubits the length of the Ark; fifty cubits its idth; and
thirty cubits its height. 16 A window shall you make for the Ark, and to a cubit
finish it from above. Put the entrance of the Ark in tts szde, make it wtth bottom,
second, and third decks.

17 “And as for Me — Behold, | am:about to bring the Flood-waters uportthe
earthito destroy.all ﬂesh in Lvhzchthere is a breath 6f lzfe from under. the heavens;
everythmg that is in the earth shall expire. 18 But | will establish My covenarit
with you, and you shall enter the Ark = you, your sons, your wife, and your
sons’wives,with you. 1° And from all that lives, of all flesh; fwo of each shall you
bnng into the Ark to keep alive with you; they shall be male and female. 20 From
each bird according to its kind, and from each animal accordzng to its kind, and
. from’each thing that creeps on the ‘ground accordzng to its ‘kind; two of each
shall come to you to. keep.alive.

21 “And as for you, take yourself of every food that is eaten and gather zt in'to
yourself; that it shall be as food for you and for them.” 2 Noah did according to
everything God commanded him, so he did.
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RAMBAN ELUCIDATED
opina by ohan xanb — Now, {Noah] had to bring specimens of all of these [to the Ark] so
that they could reproduce more of their kind,
and when you add up the food that would be eaten. by all of these for a full year,

mavan gy baxe s Yan nab qoxn wxm -
buan &

m3 R¥13 Wy X5 NN 130 opix - this Ark could never contain them all — nor even could ten

[Arks] like it!
was able to contam suck alarge volume.
1 o3 by TaoN vy MY MMRR TN -

its capacity. The answer to this question is:

You might ask; then: [Noah] could have made [the Ark]
even smaller and relied on the same miracle of the small area containing a large volume beyond

N30T NN LR PUNT O3 K YAR— However, it 'was a miracle, that a small space

T 233 AN T D AT AniyY 11m awd Ry

7YY 1PN 13 WnAN — God, Blessed be He, saw fit to make [the Ark] large, so that the people of

Atb]ns generation would see it, marvel-at it and tell each other about it.

‘oragy Suapn s A

mawn Yy IR oG nivin mem manan - They would then speak about the Flood and the

gathermg of the animals, wild beasts and birds-into it — for perhaps; as a‘result of all the

discussions generated by the building of the Ark, they would repent.

iy — Another answer

is:  pizwynb nhtm ApiNwy — [The Ark] was made big in order to lessen the magnitude of the .

.miracle,
in the Torah.or in the Prophets:

. EINIDIR AN TN DN 533 777312 23 — for this is the norm for all miracles related
. DM TRR N WM niyb DK Taw i nityh -

[Man] is

expected.to do whatever i is possible for the human hand to do, and only the rest, that which is

beyond human ability, is left to be done by the hands of Heaven.
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must resort to the aid of a higher source. Hence the di-
lemma: the meaningful or the magnificent? Mine or more?

The Torah expects of us nothing less than the attainment
of both these aims: to reach beyond the self and, at the
same time, make the endeavor one’s own. This is the ideal
expressed in the second verse of the Shema, which reads:
“And you shall love the L-rd your G-d with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your me’od.” The Hebrew me’od is
usually translated as “might,” but “might” is only an ap-
proximate rendition of the word. Furthermore, this transla-
tion is also inconsistent with the logic of the verse, for if we
are being told to sacrifice for the sake of G-d all our desires

' ("with4 all your heart”) and even our very lives (“with all your
soul")’, what is added by the words “and with all your
might”? Indeed, what more can be said?
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The precise meaning of the word “me’od” is “very” or
“more so.” Thus, Chassidic teaching undcrstands the verse
as instructing us to love G-d “with all your veryness” or
¢with all your beyondness”—that is, above and beyond your
currently defined self. The Torah is saying: after you have
attained your ultimate (“with all your heart and with all
your soul”) in your love of G-d, reach higher yet. Relate to
Him on His terms, surmounting the finiteness of your own
being.

The human being pessesses this capacity—indeed, the
quest for self-transcendence is the quintessence of our
humanness. This is alluded to in the Hebrew word for hu-
man being, adam, which is composed of the same three
letters (alef, dalet, mem) as me'od. Hence, the Torah refers to
this transcendent ability as “your beyondness.” This is not an
injunction to annihilate the self in pursuit of a higher, supra-

- human existence: “your beyondness” is a dee i i

of your own self, previously obfuscated by your self-perceived
limitations. The “new you” is, in fact, the true you.’
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THE ARK AND THE METAMORPHOSIS OF MANKIND

ber U 2X Noacs 47

Noach left the ark along with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives.
Every beast, land animal, and bird — all that walks the earth — in
families left the ark.

' (Bereishis 8:18-19)

Interestingly, the word I'mishpechoseihem, “in families,” does not
appear earlier, in the verse that enumerates those who boarded the ark
as the flood began. It appears only when the Torah mentlons those who
disembarked.

From here we see that mankind underwent a drastic transformation
within the ark. Before the flood, man was an independent being who was
capable of surviving on his own. He did not require a social environment.
Man followed in the footsteps of Adam, who was created alone.

The passengers in the ark, however, emerged “in families” — in
cohesive groups. They instinctively clu,nﬂo one another because God
had removed their inclination to survive on their own and transformed
them into socially dependent beings. This was a significant event in the

Torah'’s account of man’s sojourn on earth.
0d instilled this trait of dependency into the human conscious-

ness for the good of mankind. The evil practices of those who perished
in the flood had reached such an intolerable level precisely because of
their independence. This independence degenerated into a lack of re-
spect for others, a flaw which could be corrected only by makin.
more dependent upon one another. As we all know, a person.who Qas a
need for someone learns to respect him,

This explains why Noach and those who entered the ark with him
1 forced to remain inside the ark for such a long time. God kept them
there so that they would learn to live together in harmony. Only when
they had been fully infused with a sense of community did God allow
them to return to a natural existence in the world.
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THE INSIDE STORY
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Rabbi Israel Baal Shem Tov explains the relevance to our
daily lives of the divine instruction to Noah, “Come into the
ark.” The Hebrew word for ark, teivab, also means “word.”
Come into the word, says the Almighty to each and every
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one of us; enter within the words of prayer and Torah study.
Here you will find a haven of wisdom, meaning and sanctity

amidst the raging floodwaters of life.

The word that the Torah uses for the Flood is mabul,

which means disorder and confusion. Our ‘world is a mabul ‘

of moral disarray and distorted priorities. But even as the

chaos of a still-unperfe , we have

the ability to create, as did Noah, an island of tranquillity
and perfection, sheltered by the protective words (teivot) of
Torah and prayer.

* Furthermore, the personal havens we create are not.

confined to the interior world of our minds and hearts. As
was the case with Noah's teivab, we also bring
“specimens” from the outside world into the sanctity of
our “ark.” Through our observance of the mitzvot, we
employ a great variety of the creatures and elements to
fulfill G-d’s will: the animal hide that is made into tefillin,
the wool spun into tzitzit, the food which provides the
energy to pray, the money given to charity. These are all
“brought into the teivab"—made part of a personal
universe that is wholly devoted to good and G-dly
pursuits.

But our personal arks are not ends in themselves. It is
not sufficient to bring “samples” from the outside into the
insulated havens of Torah and prayer and content
ourselves with these pockets of perfection adrift in a strife-
torn world. Our “arks” must also serve as the seeds from
which a new world, embracing the entirety of creation, will
grow. Our mission in life is to create a world free of greed,

- jealousy and hate, a world suffused with the wisdom and
‘goodness of its Creator; to translate the G-dly perfection of
our personal teivot into the divinely perfect world of
Moshiach.f s

P The directive, “Come into the ark,” which characterlzes
our task during the mabul-years of history, is but a prelude to
the “Go out from the ark” era of Moshiach, when the holi-
ness and perfection of a Torah-defined existence will extend
to all of creation.
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